
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POLICY ON ASSESSMENT 
 

 
1.  Reflection Material 

 
1.1 All Hallows' School Mission Statement 
1.2 All Hallows' School Strategic Plan 

 
2. Rationale 
 

At All Hallows’ School (the school), we believe that each student is a learner who is 
capable of acquiring new learnings and skills.  Assessment is integral to learning and 
skill development as it enables students to demonstrate their learning, reflect on their 
learning and set new learning goals. Additionally, assessment provides a measure of 
student achievement and informs the ongoing review process for the continuous 
improvement of teaching and learning practices. 
 
Evidence of student learning and skill development is assessed in relation to 
achievement standards as detailed in the Australian Curriculum for Years 5 to 10 and 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) Year 11 and 12 syllabus 
documents.   

  
3. Definitions 

 
Academic Integrity: The requirement for teachers and students to approach 
assessment in honest, moral and ethical ways so that assessment responses provide 
accurate information about what the student knows and can do within the conditions 
that are set. 

 
Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments (AARA): Measures put in 
place to minimise barriers for eligible students to demonstrate their learning and 
knowledge and skill in assessment. 

 
Assessment - Assessment is the ongoing process of gathering, analysing and 
reflecting on evidence and making informed judgments about the achievement or 
capabilities of individuals and cohorts. Assessment plays an integral role in improving 
learning and informing teaching.  Its fundamental purpose is to establish where 
learners are in an aspect of their learning at the time of assessment. 

 
Criteria, Standards and Instrument Specific Marking Guides: In Years 5-10, 
assessment instruments use criteria sheets.  In senior studies, Applied Syllabus 
Subjects use Standards Specific Marking Guides and General Syllabus Subjects use 
Instrument Specific Marking Guides. Criteria, Standards and Instrument Specific 
Marking Guides describe the characteristics evident in student responses that align 
with assessment objectives. They are used to provide feedback and determine 
results. 

  



 
Feedback: Feedback provides meaningful information about a student’s strengths 
and areas for improvement to support them in progressing their learning.  It helps the 
student understand where and how they are going, and where they need to go next. 

 
Moderation: Moderation refers to teacher practices that ensure assessment has 
been judged in accordance with the stated criteria and standards.  These processes 
also assure internal consistency of assessment across subject cohorts and provide 
assurance for parents and students of the fairness and equity of all results. 

 
4. Scope 

 
This policy and related processes apply to staff, students and all members of the 
school community. 

5. Policy 

5.1 Planning and decision-making about assessment will take account of relevant 
evaluative frameworks such as criteria, standards and instrument specific 
marking guides. 

 
5.2 Assessment design will be a collaborative process among teaching teams and 

teachers will implement a variety of assessment techniques that, where 
appropriate, connect school based assessment to real-life experiences. 

 
5.3 Teachers will support students in their understanding of assessment and 

assist them in reflecting and acting on feedback from assessment. Feedback 
on assessment will be provided to students and parents/caregivers. 

  
5.4 Assessment practices are aligned with senior syllabus Australian Curriculum 

specifications and ensure validity, accessibility and reliability as per the 
principles of quality assessment endorsed by the QCAA.  

 
5.5 Students will be provided with training to develop the appropriate 

metacognitive skills needed to assess their own learning and performance. 
 

5.6 The overall assessment program for a student across subject areas will reflect 
a reasonable balance in quantity, techniques, and conditions. 

 
5.7 A consistent and multi-layered, school-wide approach to internal moderation 

procedures will ensure comparability, accountability, validity, and reliability.  
 

5.8 The administration of assessment will uphold academic integrity expectations. 
Internal summative assessment will include drafting, scaffolding, and feedback 
strategies to ensure the authenticity of student responses. 

 
5.9 Appropriate access arrangements and reasonable adjustments (AARA) will be 

implemented to minimise, as much as possible, barriers for a student whose 
disability, impairment, medical condition/s, or other circumstances may affect 
their ability to read, respond and/or participate in assessment processes.  

  



 
6. Related Policies, Guidelines or Procedures 
 

6.1 Policy on Pedagogy 
6.2 Policy on Inclusive Learning 
6.3 Policy on Reporting Student Learning 
6.4 Policy on Senior Studies 
6.5  Assessment Guidelines (Professional Practice Course, AHS Moodle) 
6.6  QCE and QCIA Policy and Procedures Handbook for Secondary Schools 
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